
Steel Import 
Monitor Tutorial 

Practical Navigation of the 
Import Monitor 
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Tutorial Overview 

This Tutorial will cover: 
 

• Navigating tables 
• Navigating graphs 
• Using the search function 
• Other SIMA monitors 



Navigating the Monitor 

To access the Import Monitor, click on the link located on the SIMA 
home page. 
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This brings up Import Monitor 
homepage, with display options 
for product-level and time period. 



Navigating the Monitor 
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Steel import data are available 
by: 
• Product (e.g. hot-rolled 

sheets) 
• Monthly and Annual 

Census and License data 
• Summary product category 

(e.g. flat products) 
• Monthly and Annual 

Census and License data 
• 6 digit HTS (e.g. 720838) 

• Monthly License data 



Navigating the Monitor 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR All Steel Mill Products  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FROM MEXICO  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

From the main monthly “Imports by Country and 
Product” table, clicking on any of the country 
links on the left-hand side brings up the country 
view table for that specific country. 



Navigating the Monitor 

From any country view table, clicking on a product 
group link will take you to the product view table 
for that specific steel mill product group.  
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FROM MEXICO  

Quantity in Metric Tons 

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FROM WORLD  

Quantity in Metric Tons 

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR Sheets Hot Rolled -- C & A  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  



Navigating the Monitor 

To change the unit of measurement, click on one of the ‘Same Table’ links at the 
top of the table.  
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR Sheets Hot Rolled -- C & A  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR Sheets Hot Rolled -- C & A  

Entered Customs Value in Thousands of US Dollars 
Same Table - Metric Tons  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR Sheets Hot Rolled -- C & A  

Average Unit Value in US$ per Metric Ton 
Same Table - Metric Tons  Same Table - US Dollars  
'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  



Navigating the Monitor 

The hyperlinked table titles at the top of the page will navigate to one of two 
HTS data views. Clicking on the product group title of a 15 month product 
view table brings up a table showing the 6 digit HTS codes that make up that 
specific product group. 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR Blooms, Billets and Slabs -- C & A  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

HTS Codes For Blooms, Billets and Slabs -- C & A  



Navigating the Monitor 

Clicking on the country title of a 15 month country view table brings up the 4 
month HTS view of volume and average unit value data for that country. 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FROM KOREA  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  
US Imports of Steel Mill Products 

  
HTS Code All Products 

FROM KOREA 

Quantities in Metric Tons 



US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
HTS Code All Products 

FROM WORLD 
Quantities in Metric Tons 

Navigating the Monitor 

Hint: the 4 month HTS view tables can also be accessed through the link located 
at the bottom of any 15 month table. 
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Navigating the Monitor 

From the main HTS view table, clicking on any of the 6 digit codes on the left-
hand side brings up the country of origin data for that specific 6 digit code.  
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
HTS Code All Products 

FROM WORLD 
Quantities in Metric Tons 

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
  

HTS Code 730629 
(Casing/Tubing,I/S, Wld O/T Ss, Riveted Or Sim Clsd, Nes, For Oil/Gas Drilling ) 

Quantities in Metric Tons 
Product groups covered by HTS Code 730629  



Navigating the Monitor 

To bring up a table detailing the percentage quantity that each product group 
makes up of a 6 digit HTS code, click on the ‘Product groups covered…’ link 
above any 6 digit HTS view table. 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
HTS Code 730629 

(Casing/Tubing,I/S, Wld O/T Ss, Riveted Or Sim Clsd, Nes, For Oil/Gas Drilling ) 
Quantities in Metric Tons 

Product groups covered by HTS Code 730629  

Product Groups Included in HTS Code 730629 
Based on 2004 Census Data 



Navigating the Monitor 

Links for monthly and annual summary tables are located at the bottom of any 
15 month table. 
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Link to License Data at HTS 6-digit level 

Link to Annual Summary of Census Data  

Link to Summary Level of Monthly Census Data  

Navigating the Monitor 
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The ‘Summary Level of Monthly Census Data’ link at the bottom of the page 
navigates to the main monthly summary table showing 15 months of data using the 
four aggregate product categories. 

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FROM WORLD  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  



Link to License Data at HTS 6-digit level 

Link to Annual Summary of Census Data  

Link to Summary Level of Monthly Census Data  

Navigating the Monitor 

The ‘Annual Summary of Census Data’ link navigates to the main annual table 
detailing monthly average quantity data.  
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR All Steel Mill Products 

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - Monthly Average US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value  
Same Table - Annual Total Metric Tons  Same Table - Annual Total US Dollars 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  



Navigating the Monitor 

From this main annual 
table, links at the top of the 
table allow you to either 
change the unit of 
measurement among 
monthly average tables… 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 

FOR All Steel Mill Products 

Quantity in Metric Tons 

Same Table - Monthly Average US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value  
Same Table - Annual Total Metric Tons  Same Table - Annual Total US Dollars 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 

FOR All Steel Mill Products 

Quantity in Metric Tons 

Same Table - Monthly Average US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value  
Same Table - Annual Total Metric Tons  Same Table - Annual Total US Dollars 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

… or switch to annual 
total tables. 



Navigating the Monitor – Graphs  

To view data in graph format, click on the ‘M’ link in either 15 month 
product or country view tables. Data for the specific product or country 
chosen will display in a 25 month graph. 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR All Stainless Products  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  



Navigating the Monitor 

18 

US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FROM WORLD  

Average Unit Value in US$ per Metric Ton 
Same Table - Metric Tons  Same Table - US Dollars  
'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  

Hint: the unit of measurement selected in the 
table will carry over to the graph. 



Using the Search Function 

The search function is available on the Import Monitor homepage. 
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Using the Search Function – Tables 

The ‘search for tables’ option uses 5 variables to locate a table: Monitor, 
Table Type, Country OR Category, Frequency, and Measurement. 
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The Monitor variable lets you select from 3 
SIMA monitors. The Import Monitor is the 
first option, labeled here as “Steel Mill 
Products.” 

The Table Type variable lets you choose 
from one of the 3 data views: Detailed 
HTS, Product, or Summary. 



Using the Search Function – Tables  

The Table Type corresponds to the primary 
data views available in the Monitor. 
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‘Detailed HTS Table’ brings up 4 month HTS 
tables. 

‘Product Table’ brings up 15 month product and 
country view tables. ‘Summary Table’ brings up monthly and annual 

summary tables. 



Using the Search Function – Tables  

The Country OR Category option allows you to select either country of origin 
or product category from a drop-down menu.  
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Using the Search Function – Tables  
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Note: the selections available in the 
Category drop-down menu change 
depending on the Table Type selected.  

Selecting ‘Detailed HTS Table’ brings up a 
list of 6 digit HTS codes. 

Selecting ‘Product Table’ brings up a list of 
steel mill product groups. 

Selecting ‘Summary Table’ brings up a list of 
aggregate product groups. 



Using the Search Function – Tables  

The Frequency variable gives you the 
option to search for either monthly or 
annual data. 
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The Measurement variable allows you 
to choose from 3 units of measurement: 
volume, value, and average unit value. 

Note: the Frequency and Measurement 
variables are not available for HTS view 
tables, as those automatically report 
only volume and average unit value for 
the most recent 4 months. When 
selecting ‘Detailed HTS View’, these two 
variables are set to ‘Default’. 



Using the Search Function – Tables  

Note: Tables will open in a new window. Make sure to enable pop-ups from 
“ia.ita.doc.gov” and/or “enforcement.trade.gov” in your pop-up blocker settings. 
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US Imports of Steel Mill Products 
FOR Sheets Hot Rolled -- C & A  

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

'C & A' = Carbon and Alloy products, 'S' = Stainless products  



Using the Search Function – Graphs  

The ‘search for graphs’ option uses 3 variables 
to locate a graph in the Import Monitor: 
Country, Category, and Measurement. 
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Using the Search Function – Graphs  

Note: Graphs will also open in a new window. Make sure to enable pop-ups from 
“ia.ita.doc.gov” and/or “enforcement.trade.gov” in your pop-up blocker settings. 
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Other SIMA Monitors 

SIMA also reports 
final Census data for 
U.S. exports of steel 
mill products and for 
imports and exports of 
select downstream 
products. 
 
Links to the Export 
Monitor and 
Downstream Monitor 
are available from the 
SIMA home page. 
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Other SIMA Monitors 

The Export Monitor and Downstream Monitor display available data in the same 
table formats with the same navigation styles as used in the Import Monitor. 
Available data views include: 
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15 month country and 
product tables… 
 

 
 

U.S. Exports of Steel Mill Products  
All Steel Mill Products 

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 

U.S. Exports of Select Downstream Steel Products 
WORLD 

Quantities in Metric Tons 
Same Table - US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 



Other SIMA Monitors 

…and annual tables. 
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US Exports of Steel Mill Products 
TO WORLD 

Quantity in Metric Tons 
Same Table - Annual US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value 
Same Table - Monthly Average Metric Tons  Same Table - Monthly Average US Dollars 

US Imports of Downstream Steel Products 
FROM WORLD 

Quantities in Either Metric Tons or Thousands of Units 
Same Table - Monthly Average US Dollars  Same Table - Average Unit Value  
Same Table - Annual Total Metric Tons  Same Table - Annual Total US Dollars 

http://ia.ita.doc.gov/steel/license/SMP/Downstream/Imports/Annual/MMTSum_wo_9Y.htm


Contact SIMA 

SIMA Team Contact Information 
Enforcement and Compliance 

Office of Policy 
14th & Constitution Ave., NW, Suite 21006 

Washington, DC 20230 
Phone: (202) 482-2105 

Fax: (202) 501-1377 
Email: steel.license@trade.gov 

Web: http://enforcement.trade.gov/steel/license 
Revised 8/29/2016 
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http://enforcement.trade.gov/steel/license
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