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S~~yco.- industry comments submitted to the Department by the American Iron and Steel
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. Fabricated Rebar: CMC Steel is the largest rebar fabricator in the
United States, with 38 facilities located throughout the United States.

These products are vitally important to CMC Steel, and account for hundreds of
jobs and significant sales. They are also prone to surges of imports, from a
variety of sources and with little warning. Inclusion of these products in the steel
import licensing and monitoring program is critical, it is sPeCificalJy authorized
under the WTO, and it is fair, since many of our trading partners already have
pennanent steel import licensing in place.

Additionally, the availabiJity of data by port of entry is of crucial
importance for rehar producers like CMC Steel. Enhancing SIMA to allow for
the reporting of data for specific ports of entry would provide CMC Steel with
more timely access to infonnation that it needs to make business decisions, and
provide an early warning mechanism to detect localized import surges. This is
particularly important given the regional nature of the rebar market.

When the original 201 program was terminatedt the Administration made
dear its intent to maintain and expand the SIMA program. Despite thist
Commerce did not begin this rulemaking process for eight months. Further delay,
at a time when steel imports are again rising, could endanger the benefits of the
original 201 program and leave the industry vulnerable to import surges. In light
of this, the Department should act expeditiously to ensure that these
enhancements are implemented well before the current SIMA system expires in
March 2005.

I would be pleased to meet with Department officials to discuss these
comments. We thank you in advance for your consideration of our comments.

Clyde Jig
President and Chief Executive Officer
CMC Steel Group
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Fence Posts: CMC Steel's subsidiary, SMI-Southem Post Co., is the
largest u.S. manufacturer of fence posts. Its four fabrication plants in
Brigham City, Utah~ San Marcos, Texas; Magnolia, Arkansas~ and
West Columbia, South Carolina produce over 60,000 miles of fence
post per year.

.


