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September 9, 2009 
 
Secretary of Commerce 
Attention: Import Administration 
APO/Dockets Unit 
Room 1870 
U.S. Department of Commerce 
14th Street & Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 
 
To the International Trade Administration: 
 
Sourcing International has been in business since December of 2003 and resides at 
1860 Obispo Ave Unit I, Signal Hill, CA 90755.   We created Lady Bug Candles to offer 
candle lovers, something other than votive, jar, or cylinder shaped candles.  Our Novelty 
candles are unique, in that each design is hand sculpted, hand painted and every candle 
is embellished with our signature Lady bug.  
   
We have invested a great deal of resources developing the Lady Bug candle line. We 
have created much needed jobs employing artists, graphic designers and packaging 
consultants to bring this line of unique novelty/home décor candles to the U.S. market.  
 
We have taken great care to research and implement all aspects of the import 
regulations specifically in regard to the anti-dumping duties to insure we are in 
compliance with US trade law.  
 
We are now confronted with the possibility of the rules being changed while our 
company’s dream of bringing this line to the U.S. market is still in its infancy. 
 
To increase the scope of the anti-dumping ruling to include ALL candles from the PRC 
with no distinction whatsoever for candles whose primary function is décor will drive us 
out of this new niche market just as it was beginning to show a very promising future. 
 
Sourcing International has researched and abided by all formal procedures in submitting 
our scope inquires and also used our time, energy, and financial resources to educate 
ourselves on prior determinations from the Department as guidance. We understand that 
the Department feels “buried” in scope inquires at the moment and it is our 
understanding that the large number of scope ruling requests being submitted is one 
justification for broadening the scope of the current ruling.  We want to help find a 
solution to make this process more efficient and definitive for all parties involved. While 
researching the true number of scope requests over the past 23 years we have found 
the department has been asked to rule on what averages out to be two scope requests 
per month.  
 
We would like to make a couple of recommendations to streamline the evaluation 
process. The current process requires that we request separate rulings for what are 
basically the same product. For example if we submit a 10 gram red rose candle for 
consideration, we must also submit a complete separate request for a 20 gram red rose  
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or a pink rose, or a rose bouquet. If the process were streamlined to include what 
amounts to “a rose, is a rose, is a rose”, those 3-4 requests would then become one.  
 
For the novelty candle industry this would remove the requirement of submitting every 
color and every weight of what basically is the same product for review.  
The rulings we have received to date tell us that if you can recognize the candle from 3 
different angles or sides as a flower then it’s safe to say it’s outside the scope and no 
ruling is needed.   The potential changes to the current scope ruling by adding ALL 
candles to the scope will effectively remove our ability to import this product.  
 
Sourcing International respectfully requests The Department go with the option A which 
states: 
The Department would consider all candle shapes identified in the scope of the 
Order,(i.e., tapers,spirals,and straight-sided dinner 
candles;rounds,columns,pillars,votives;and various wax filled containers) to be within 
the scope of the Order, regardless of etchings,prints,moldings or other artistic or 
decorative enhancements including any holiday related art. All other candle shapes 
would be considered outside the scope of the ruling.  
 
If The Department were to choose option B, which will place ALL candles within the 
scope regardless of their shape or use would certainly stifle this new emerging market.  
  
In closing, it is Sourcing International’s position that increasing the scope of the Anti-
Dumping Duty to include all novelty candles in addition to those already ruled inside the 
scope would be detrimental to our business and ultimately the U.S. marketplace.  
  
If I can be of any assistance or should you have any questions please contact me at 
address below. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Barry Carpenter 

President 
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